For Immediate Release:
[Your Organization] 
Celebrates Brain Building in Progress Week 
[Your Event] provides resources to families in [Your Communities] 
to support families and promote early learning
[Town] - The town of [your town] is joining communities across the state in hosting special events 
to recognize the importance of early child development.   For one week every year, parents, business leaders, educators, and community leaders come together in their local communities to build young minds and a more prosperous future for everyone in Massachusetts.

Since 2012, Brain Building in Progress Week has grown to include hundreds of participants in cities and towns across the Commonwealth. Past events have ranged from literacy fairs and business roundtables to visits to legislators. “Brain Building in Progress Week” celebrates the statewide campaign led by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care and United Way to bring together local partners around the importance of enriching and engaging environments that offer learning opportunities for young children. Brain Building in Progress Week also occurs during the national Week of the Young Child.
[PROGRAM NAME] will host [its event this xday, April x from x a.m. to x p.m. at location], bringing families together to offer information on how to foster healthy child development, fun activities, as well as opportunities to learn more about programs in the area that support young children and their families. [Add description of BBiP event here]
"It is so important for young children to be exposed to enriching environments because these support the healthy development of their brains, and brain building provides children with a solid foundation for learning and future academic success," said Early Education and Care Commissioner Tom Weber.  "Our family and community engagement networks are important partners in communicating and teaching about brain building, especially ways that parents can be brain builders at home or anywhere."

“Over 13,000 families and almost 19,000 children have benefited from receiving Brain Building toolkits and other resources given out during Brain Building Week,” said Michael K. Durkin, President at United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley.  “Together, we can do more than any one organization can alone.  That’s why it is so powerful when local communities come together to raise awareness of important issues like early childhood and help to ensure we build the strongest foundation for early learning among the children of our Commonwealth.” 
The Brain Building in Progress Campaign aims to bring communities together around early education 
with the knowledge that the investments we make supporting children and their families from the start pays dividends for the future of our entire community. 

[Placeholder to [Insert quote from your program] or Legislator/Community Leader quote if applicable]
A comprehensive list of Brain Building in Progress Week events can be found at brainbuildinginprogress.org, as well as a comprehensive list of “Brain Building Zones” and events that are easily searched by community throughout the year.  Or, check out the #IamABrainBuilder conversation on Twitter.
 
# # #
About Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care

The Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care partners with educators, families, and communities to build a seamless system to support child development and help give the next generation the strong foundation they need to thrive and succeed.  Science shows that early experiences influence the architecture of the developing brain.  Positive interactions and enriching environments support healthy brain building.  A strong foundation in a child’s early years is vitally important because it increases their chance of long-term positive outcomes.  “Brain building” is vital to the future social and economic wellbeing of the Commonwealth - as today's children will become tomorrow's citizens, workers and parents.  For more information about the Department of Early Education and Care’s Brain Building in Progress initiative, please visit http://www.brainbuildinginprogress.org
About United Way of Massachusetts Bay & Merrimack Valley

One of the region's largest nonprofits, United Way's work ensures that children enter school ready to learn, youth stay engaged in school so they graduate with options for the future, and parents attain financial stability. No other single organization has the scope, expertise, and influence to bring together hundreds of human services agencies, government, businesses, private foundations and dedicated volunteers around a common vision of creating maximum impact and achieving long-lasting results. 
